MINUTES
OUTAGAMIE COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 3, 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk151102030]MEMBERS PRESENT:  													Al Kramer, Greg Nettekoven, Jason Van Eperen, Mike Van Asten, 
																																																																																																																																													     Gerald Vander Heiden	

OTHERS PRESENT:  Nancy Christensen, Administrative Assistant; Greg Baneck, LCD; Justin Keen, Cedar Corporation; Al Timm, Town of Osborn; Harlan Volkman; J. Fred Husman; Kurt Vanden Heuvel; Darin Tiedt; Bob Fox; Don Stingle; Darren Stingle; Mike Bissing; 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by President Kramer at the Town of Osborn Town Hall.

REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 MEETING 
[bookmark: _Hlk142129089]Van Asten moved, seconded by Vander Heiden to approve the minutes of September 5, 2023 as presented.  
ROLL CALL:  5 aye.  Motion Carried

Public participation/comments - none
	
LAND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT REPORT
Greg Baneck, County Conservationist-LCD, restated what was discussed with Koehnke/DNR.   He said Koehnke defined difference between a drainage ditch that area is it a defined navigable stream and there is decent habitat value and wants to work with the district on what to do.

Reports on Districts - Districts/Projects and work in progress reports 
· Center-Grand Chute District – Big Ring Storage – Katie Schwartz, Tn Grand Chute DPW, reported they are researching the permeable asphalt used on the project.
· Duck Creek District - John Schmidt property – ditch issues – on-site meeting held August 30, 2023 – nothing new to report
· Town of Osborn – shared costs of culvert replacement on Ballard Road, north of Mielke Road 
Al Timm reported that there is more money available in the cost sharing with the county.  The county would pay 50% and the balance would be shared between the Drainage Board and Town of Osborn.

Kramer, Nettekoven, and Baneck met with Scott Koehnke, DNR, on site at the Richley property prior to the meeting.  Koehnke has concern about the gravelly bottom of the ditch and that needs to remain.  The spoils can be spread in the corridor.  He also has concerns about trees further up-stream and wants the larger trees to remain for creek shade purposes.  The silver in the soils was not a concern.  Koehnke said it was okay to start today on the project.  Another meeting will be held in the future.  Kramer stated the United Coop project requires a new pipe and crossing by the RR.  At that time he would like to see that section of the drainage ditch cleaned out.  Discussion with Foxy Rail was that we needed to keep 20 feet from the tracks.

Vandenbroek District – Specifications will be compiled to bid out the tree removal project.  Nettekoven and Van Asten will work on the list of items.

Center-Grand Chute District – Tile blow out on McCarthy Road and Edgewood Drive needs to be addressed.  Kramer and Van Eperen will meet on site to determine what needs to be done.

A meeting with Senator Rachel Cabral-Guevara, has tentatively been scheduled for October 19, 9:00 a.m. to discuss drainage issues with DNR and how we can streamline the basics.  Meeting place to be determined.

Bovina Black Creek District – the ditch along the railroad trail can be cleaned out and the brush can be removed by grinding.

Duck Creek District - The Wichman crossing current design is not working for large equipment.  The Christensen/Rohm crossing also needs to be addressed.  The Board agreed to have Cedar Corporation look at a revised design.  

Review Inspection Reports and Annual Meeting minutes held September 26, 27 and 28, 2023.  Minutes were not completed for review.



OLD BUSINESS
1. [bookmark: _Hlk103856492]Duck Creek Annexation –Plans/profiles submitted to DATCP for review/approval on July 24, 2020 – a meeting with Westwood should be held prior to the next meeting.
2. Center-Grand Chute Reassessment Study Update – no action to report  
3.      James VanCamp property – Previous court decision, refer to legal counsel for advice – no action
4.      Pierce Manufacturing – Center-Grand Chute District – Pending DATCP approval 
[bookmark: _Hlk144271687]5.      Legal drain connection - Central Land LLC – Vandenbroek District –Pending DATCP approval/trying to confirm if this project is not continuing.
6.      USDA Grant Application Status Report – Baneck reported that DATCP is moving forward with the data that has been submitted.  The County Executive’s office and Financial is in agreement with the County being the fiscal support.  Steve Becker did a drive around, Baneck has notes and will forward them.
7.      Freedom Drainage District – Extension of legal drain from County Road J to Farrell Road – Public hearing is scheduled for October 5 at the annual meeting
8.      Legal drain connection -– C. R. Buildings LLC - Vandenbroek District – pending DATCP approval
9.      Discussion of questions regarding Duck Creek Drainage District presented by Kurt Vanden Heuvel
         Vanden Heuvel were satisfied with the out-come of actions at the annual meeting.  Further discussion was held with Vanden Heuvel regarding the rate policy.  
10.    Legal Drain Connection to the Duck Creek Drainage District - Town of Freedom.  Petitioner:  
J Springs Dairy – Van Asten moved, seconded by Vanden Heuvel to approve the connection to the legal drain with the conditions as stated in the Cedar Corporation review dated July 24, 2023.   Roll call:  5 aye, 0 nay.  Motion carried.  Submitted to DATCP for approval on September 13, 2023.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Consolidation of parcels for drainage district special assessment purposes – Karen Brazee, Trustee of the Jean Fox Rev Living Trust – Freedom Rings Subdivision – Freedom Drainage District.   Brazee was requesting the 40 acres in the drainage district be assessed by acres and not the per parcel as platted several years ago.  They have no future intent to develop the plat and in addition the plat would not be allowed to be developed by the Town as lot standards have changed since the original plat was recorded by her parents.  The property is currently being rented as crop land.  

Van Asten moved, seconded by Vander Heiden that the drainage district special assessment for the 40 acres be assessed at the per acre rate for the Freedom Drainage District and to approve the request with the condition that at any time in the future these parcels are sold to another owner or if any structures are built on them, this exemption will be terminated and the minimum rate will be assessed per parcel.  Roll call:  5 aye, 0 nay.  Motion carried.

2. Approve 2023 Drainage District Special Assessment Rates payable in 2024 – various districts
Justin Keen, Cedar Corporation, provided examples of agricultural, residential, and commercial development impervious areas and the percentage of run off generated.  More time in contacting property owners prior to starting a project, its more difficult to work around residential developments, and the runoff generated justifies the higher minimum rate for smaller parcels.  ATCP 48.10 addresses assessing benefits and allocating assessments to nonagricultural lands and the authority the Drainage Board has.




755 - Duck Creek Drainage District 2023 Special Assessment.   
Nettekoven moved, seconded by Vanden Heuvel to set the acre rate at $5 and $75 minimum (15 acres or less).  Roll call:  5 aye, 0 aye.  Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk147492252]756 - Vandenbroek Drainage District 2023 Special Assessment 
Van Asten moved, seconded by Nettekoven to set the acre rate at $2 and $30 minimum (15 acres or less).
Roll call:  5 aye, 0 aye.  Motion carried.

758 - Bovina-Black Creek Drainage District 2023 Special Assessment 
Van Asten moved, seconded by Vander Heiden to set the acre rate at $8 and $120 minimum (15 acres or less).  Roll call:  5 aye, 0 aye.  Motion carried.

760 - North Liberty Drainage District 2023 Special Assessment 
[bookmark: _Hlk147492712]Nettekoven moved, seconded by Van Asten to set the acre rate at $5 and $75 minimum (15 acres or less).
Roll call:  5 aye, 0 aye.  Motion carried.

762 - Center Valley Drainage District 2023 Special Assessment 
Van Asten moved, seconded by Vander Heiden to set the acre rate at $8 and $120 minimum (15 acres or less).  Roll call:  5 aye, 0 aye.  Motion carried.

3. Revision to Duck Creek Drainage District Map – correction of north south lateral drain between Ballard Road and County Road EE – Discussion was held on revising the legal drain location on the Duck Creek Northeast Drainage District map removing the north-south legal drain as the current location of the drain would require the water to flow up-hill.   Further research needs to be completed to determine if the remaining lines should be connected to other existing laterals instead of dead ending the drains.

Kramer excused himself meeting President and Vice-President Nettekoven presided over the meeting

4. Revision to Center Valley Drainage District Map – correction of lateral drain on the Schabo/Kramer property.   Van Eperen moved, seconded by Van Asten to table this item until the information from the previous Drainage Board’s actions can be researched and provided for review.  Roll call:   4 aye, 1 abstain.  Motion carried.

Vice-President Nettekoven returned the meeting over to President Kramer.

Review of Invoices/Financial Report – The Financial Report was reviewed.

The next regular meeting will be held November 7, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. at the Town of Osborn Town Hall    

Legal Drain Connection Applications Received:  Duck Creek District – Darin Tiedt – Storage Units – Public Hearing is scheduled on November 7, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.
      
Nettekoven moved, seconded by Vander Heiden to adjourn at 10:28 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy J. Christensen
Administrative Assistant
